
Detailed list of performances in the six selected events 
100 metres women 

Year Athlete Country Result 
(sec) 

1928 Elizabeth Robinson USA 12.2 

1932 

Stanislawa 
Walasiewicz 

POL 11.9 

1936 Helen Stephens USA 11.5 

1948 

Fanny Blankers-
Koen 

NED 11.9 

1952 Marjorie Jackson AUS 11.5 
1956 Betty Cuthbert AUS 11.5 
1960 Wilma Rudolph USA 11.0 
1964 Wyomia Tyus USA 11.4 
1968 Wyomia Tyus USA 11.0 
1972 Renate Stecher GDR 11.07 
1976 Annegret Richter FRG 11.08 

1980 

Lyudmila 
Kondratyeva 

URS 11.06 

1984 Evelyn Ashford USA 10.97 

1988 

Florence Griffith-
Joyner 

USA 10.54 

1992 Gail Devers USA 10.82 
1996 Gail Devers USA 10.94 
2000 Ekaterini Thanou GRE 11.12 
2004 Yuliya Nesterenko BLR 10.93 
2008 Shelly-Ann Fraser JAM 10.78 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 metres men 

Year Athlete Country Result
(sec)

1896 Tom Burke USA 12.0
1900 Frank Jarvis USA 11.0
1904 Archie Hahn USA 11.0
1906 Archie Hahn USA 11.2
1908 Reggie Walker SAF 10.8
1912 Ralph Craig USA 10.8
1920 Charles Paddock USA 10.8
1924 Harold Abrahams GBR 10.6
1928 Percy Williams CAN 10.8
1932 Eddie Tolan USA 10.3
1936 Jesse Owens USA 10.3
1948 Harrison Dillard USA 10.3
1952 Lindy Remigino USA 10.4
1956 Bobby Morrow USA 10.5
1960 Armin Hary GER 10.2
1964 Bob Hayes USA 10.0
1968 Jim Hines USA 9.95
1972 Valery Borzov URS 10.14
1976 Hasely Crawford TRI 10.06
1980 Allan Wells GBR 10.25
1984 Carl Lewis USA 9.99
1988 Carl Lewis USA 9.92
1992 Linford Christie GBR 9.96
1996 Donovan Bailey CAN 9.84
2000 Maurice Greene USA 9.87
2004 Justin Gatlin USA 9.85
2008 Usain Bolt JAM 9.69
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

400 metres women  

Year Athlete Country Result
(sec)

1964 Betty Cuthbert AUS 52.0
1968 Colette Besson FRA 52.0
1972 Monika Zehrt GDR 51.08
1976 Irena Szewinska POL 49.29
1980 Marita Koch GDR 48.88

1984 

Valerie Brisco-
Hooks 

USA 48.83

1988 Olga Bryzgina URS 48.65
1992 Marie-José Pérec FRA 48.83
1996 Marie-José Pérec FRA 48.25
2000 Cathy Freeman AUS 49.11

2004 

Tonique Williams-
Darling 

BAH 49.41

2008 Christine Ohuruogu GBR 49.62
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

400 metres men 

Year Athlete Country Result 
(sec) 

1896 Tom Burke USA 54.2 
1900 Maxey Long USA 49.4 
1904 Harry Hillman USA 49.2 
1908 Wyndham Halswelle GBR 50.0 
1912 Charles Reidpath USA 48.2 
1920 Bevil Rudd SAF 49.6 
1924 Eric Liddell GBR 47.6 
1928 Raymond Barbuti USA 47.8 
1932 Bill Carr USA 46.2 
1936 Archie Williams USA 46.5 
1948 Arthur Wint JAM 46.2 
1952 George Rhoden JAM 45.9 
1956 Charles Jenkins USA 46.7 
1956 Ardalion Ignatyev URS 47.0 
1960 Otis Davis USA 44.9 
1964 Michael Larrabee USA 45.1 
1968 Lee Evans USA 43.8 
1972 Vincent Matthews USA 44.66 
1976 Alberto Juantorena CUB 44.26 
1980 Viktor Markin URS 44.60 
1984 Alonzo Babers USA 44.27 
1988 Steve Lewis USA 43.87 
1992 Quincy Watts USA 43.50 
1996 Michael Johnson USA 43.49 
2000 Michael Johnson USA 43.84 
2004 Jeremy Wariner USA 44.00 
2008 LaShawn Merritt USA 43.75 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Detailed list of performances in the six selected events 
Long Jump Women 

Year Athlete Country Result 
(m) 

1948 Olga Gyarmati HUN 5.695 
1952 Yvette Williams NZL 6.24 

1956 

Elzbieta 
Krzeszinska 

POL 6.35 

1960 Vera Krepkina URS 6.37 
1964 Mary Rand GBR 6.76 

1968 

Viorica 
Viscopoleanu 

ROM 6.82 

1972 Heide Rosendahl FRG 6.78 
1976 Angela Voigt GDR 6.72 
1980 Tatyana Kolpakova URS 7.06 

1984 

Anisoara Stanciu-
Cusmir 

ROM 6.96 

1988 

Jackie Joyner-
Kersee 

USA 7.40 

1992 Heike Drechsler GER 7.14 
1996 Chioma Ajunwa NGR 7.12 
2000 Heike Drechsler GER 6.99 
2004 Tatyana Lebedeva RUS 7.07 
2008 Maurren Maggi BRA 7.04 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long Jump Men 

Year Athlete Country Result
(m) 

1896 Ellery Clark USA 6.35
1900 Alvin Kraenzlein USA 7.185
1904 Meyer Prinstein USA 7.34
1908 Frank Irons USA 7.48
1912 Albert Gutterson USA 7.60
1920 William Petersson SWE 7.15
1924 DeHart Hubbard USA 7.44
1928 Ed Hamm USA 7.73
1932 Ed Gordon USA 7.64
1936 Jesse Owens USA 8.06
1948 Willie Steele USA 7.825
1952 Jerome Biffle USA 7.57
1956 Greg Bell USA 7.83
1960 Ralph Boston USA 8.12
1964 Lynn Davies GBR 8.07
1968 Bob Beamon USA 8.90
1972 Randy Williams USA 8.24
1976 Arni Robinson USA 8.35
1980 Lutz Dombrowski GDR 8.54
1984 Carl Lewis USA 8.54
1988 Carl Lewis USA 8.72
1992 Carl Lewis USA 8.67
1996 Carl Lewis USA 8.50
2000 Ivan Pedroso CUB 8.55
2004 Dwight Phillips USA 8.59
2008 Irving Saladino PAN 8.34
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shot putt women (shot weight = 4Kg) 

Year Athlete Country Result
(m) 

1948 

Micheline 
Ostermeyer 

FRA 13.75

1952 Galina Zybina URS 15.28
1956 Tamara Tyshkevich URS 16.59
1960 Tamara Press URS 17.32
1964 Tamara Press URS 18.14

1968 

Margitta Gummel-
Helmboldt 

GDR 19.61

1972 Nadezhda Chizhova URS 21.03
1976 Ivanka Khristova BUL 21.16

1980 

Ilona Slupianek-
Schoknecht 

GDR 22.41

1984 Claudia Losch FRG 20.48
1988 Meisu Li  CHN 21.06
1992 Svetlana Krivelyova URS 21.06
1996 Astrid Kumbernuss GER 20.56
2000 Yanina Korolchik BLR 20.56
2004 Yumileidi Cumba CUB 19.59
2008 Valerie Vili NZL 20.56
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shot put men (shot weight = 7.26Kg) 

Year Athlete Country Result
(m) 

1896 Bob Garrett USA 11.22
1900 Richard Sheldon USA 14.10
1904 Ralph Rose USA 14.81
1906 Martin Sheridan USA 12.325
1908 Ralph Rose USA 14.21
1912 Patrick McDonald USA 15.34
1920 Ville Pörhölä FIN 14.81
1924 Bud Houser USA 14.995
1928 John Kuck USA 15.87
1932 Leo Sexton USA 16.005
1936 Hans Woellke GER 16.20
1948 Wilbur Thompson USA 17.12
1952 Parry O'Brien USA 17.41
1956 Parry O'Brien USA 18.57
1960 Bill Nieder USA 19.68
1964 Dallas Long USA 20.33
1968 Randy Matson USA 20.54
1972 Wladyslaw Komar POL 21.18
1976 Udo Beyer GDR 21.05
1980 Vladimir Kiselyov URS 21.35
1984 Alessandro Andrei ITA 21.16
1988 Ulf Timmermann GDR 22.47
1992 Michael Stulce USA 21.70
1996 Randy Barnes USA 21.62
2000 Arsi Harju FIN 21.29
2004 Yuriy Bilonog UKR 21.16
2008 Tomasz Majewski POL 21.51
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Detailed list of performances in the six selected events 
 
Woman’s javelin (javelin weight 600 g) 
In 1991 the centre of mass of the 
women’s javelin was changed in ways 
that made throws shorter, but certain to 
land point in and thus legally. There 
have been a range of technology 
changes in javelin manufacture that 
increase the performance. 

Year Athlete Country Result 
(m) 

1932 Babe Didriksen USA 43.68 
1936 Tilly Fleischer GER 45.18 
1948 Herma Bauma AUT 45.57 
1952 Dana Zátopková CZE 50.47 
1956 Inese Jaunzeme URS 53.86 
1960 Elvira Ozolina URS 55.98 
1964 Mihaela Penes ROM 60.54 
1968 Angéla Németh HUN 60.36 
1972 Ruth Fuchs GDR 63.88 
1976 Ruth Fuchs GDR 65.94 
1980 Maria Colon CUB 68.40 
1984 Tessa Sanderson GBR 69.56 
1988 Petra Felke GDR 74.68 
1992 Silke Renk GER 68.34 
1996 Heli Rantanen FIN 67.94 
2000 Trine Hattestad NOR 68.91 
2004 Osleidys Menendez CUB 71.53 
2008 Barbora Spotakova CZR 71.42 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Men’s javelin (javelin weight 800g) 
In 1986 the centre of mass of the men’s 
javelin was changed in ways that made 
throws shorter, but certain to land point 
in and thus legally; it also stopped the 
javelin from landing in the running track! 
There have been a range of technology 
changes in javelin manufacture that 
increase the performance. 

Year Athlete Country Result
(m) 

1908 Eric Lemming SWE 54.825
1912 Eric Lemming SWE 60.64
1920 Jonni Myyrä FIN 65.78
1924 Jonni Myyrä FIN 62.96
1928 Erik Lundkvist SWE 66.60
1932 Matti Järvinen FIN 72.71
1936 Gerhard Stöck GER 71.84
1948 Kaj Rautavaara FIN 69.77
1952 Cyrus Young USA 73.78
1956 Egil Danielsen NOR 85.71
1960 Viktor Tsybulenko URS 84.64
1964 Pauli Nevala FIN 82.66
1968 Janis Lusis URS 90.10
1972 Klaus Wolfermann FRG 90.48
1976 Miklós Németh HUN 94.58
1980 Dainis Kula URS 91.20
1984 Arto Härkönen FIN 86.76
1988 Tapio Korjus FIN 84.28
1992 Jan Zelezny CZR 89.66
1996 Jan Zelezny CZR 88.16
2000 Jan Zelezny CZR 90.17

2004 

Andreas 
Thorkildsen 

NOR 86.50

2008 

Andreas 
Thorkildsen 

NOR 90.57

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
100 metres freestyle women 

Year Athlete Country
Result
(min &

sec) 
1912 Fanny Durack ANZ 1:22.2

1920 Ethelda Bleibtrey USA 1:13.6

1924 Ethel Lackie USA 1:12.4
1928 Albina Osipowich USA 1:11.0
1932 Helene Madison USA 1:06.8
1936 Rie Mastenbroek NED 1:05.9
1948 Greta Andersen DEN 1:06.3
1952 Katalin Szöke HUN 1:06.8
1956 Dawn Fraser AUS 1:02.0
1960 Dawn Fraser AUS 1:01.2
1964 Dawn Fraser AUS 59.5
1968 Jan Henne USA 1:00.0
1972 Sandra Neilson USA 58.59
1976 Kornelia Ender GDR 55.65
1980 Barbara Krause GDR 54.79
1984 Nancy Hogshead USA 55.92
1988 Kristin Otto GDR 54.93
1992 Yong Zhuang  CHN 54.64
1996 Jingyi Le  CHN 54.50
2000 Inge de Bruijn NED 53.83
2004 Jodie Henry AUS 53.84
2008 Britta Steffen GER 53.12
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
100 metres freestyle men 

Year Athlete Country
Result 
(min & 
sec) 

1896 Alfréd Hajós HUN 1:22.2 

1904 

Zoltán von 
Halmay 

HUN 1:02.8 

1908 Charles Daniels USA 1:05.6 

1912 

Duke 
Kahanamoku 

USA 1:03.4 

1920 

Duke 
Kahanamoku 

USA 1:00.4 

1924 

Johnny 
Weissmuller 

USA 0:59.0 

1928 

Johnny 
Weissmuller 

USA 0:58.6 

1932 Yasuji Miyazaki JPN 58.2 
1936 Ferenc Csik HUN 57.6 
1948 Walter Ris USA 57.3 
1952 Clarke Scholes USA 57.4 
1956 Jon Henricks AUS 55.4 
1960 John Devitt AUS 55.2 
1964 Don Schollander USA 53.4 
1968 Michael Wenden AUS 52.2 
1972 Mark Spitz USA 51.22 
1976 Jim Montgomery USA 49.99 
1980 Jörg Woithe GDR 50.40 
1984 Ambrose Gaines USA 49.80 
1988 Matt Biondi USA 48.63 
1992 Aleksandr Popov URS 49.02 
1996 Aleksandr Popov RUS 48.74 

2000 

Pieter van den 
Hoogenband 

NED 48.30 

2004 

Pieter van den 
Hoogenband 

NED 48.17 

2008 Alain Bernard FRA 47.21 
 
 
 


